
BOROUGH OF EMERSON 
SHADE TREE COMMISSION 

 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

September 8, 2021 

Chairman Colin called the meeting to order at 6:40 P.M., after which he read the 
following. 
 
“The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to ensure the right of the public 
to have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any 
business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon.  In accordance with 
provisions of the Act, The Emerson Shade Tree Commission has caused notice of this 
meeting taking place in the Emerson Borough Hall Council Chambers by having date, 
time and place thereof published in the newspaper and posted in the Municipal Building  
 
Before asking for a roll call, the Chair issued the Oath of Office to Karin Argenzia. 
 
 Secretary Marie Shust took the roll call:  
               

Mr. Colin     Present 
Ms. Fricke      Present 
Mr. Grzybowski    Present 

 Mr. DiTota     Absent 
 Ms. Karin Argenzia    Present 
 Mr. Solimando, Tree Inspector  Present 

Councilman Brian Gordon (Liaiso  Absent 
 

MINUTES  
August 11, 2021 
 
The Chair asked if there were any comments or corrections on the minutes of August 
11, hearing none he asked for a motion to approve the minutes, which was made by 
Ms. Fricke, second was offered by Mr. Grzybowski, all were in favor. The minutes were 
approved for publication. 
 
VOUCHERS FOR September 8, 2021 
 
None 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  
 
None. 
 
 
 
 



MONTHLY BUDGET REPORT: 
 
Ms. Shust stated there was no change in the budget and/or expenses since the last 
meeting. 
 
 Ms. Shust also stated said there was no changes in the tree planting fund  
  
BOARD BUSINESS: 
 
Tree Inspector Report: 
Mr. Solimando read his report 
 
Trimmed up low branches at 
105 Ackerman corner of Prospect 
3rd & Aurecchio 
 
Ground stumps at: 
24 Ross      110 Grand 
7 Tarnapaul      39 S. Dorchester 
 
Mr. Solimando said he had received a quote for trees to be removed.   The work cannot 
be done until October or November due to a backlog of work. 
 
The Chair asked about the tree on Randolph and wondered if Mr Solimando had been 
able to inspect as the neighbors are concerned.   Mr. Solimando replied the tree looks 
healthy, but the interior is rotting.  It is on the list for Downes to remove, as it is too large 
for the DPW, 
 
The Chair asked about the balance of the trees on the list that Steve Frassa had left 
with the Commission.   Mt. Solimando said everything on the list has been taken care 
of. 
 
Mr. Solimando mentioned that Ace Tree Services is going out of business, and that 
Downes had been given a County contract. 
 
The Chair wondered if it would be a good idea to ask for quotes from other tree 
services, Mr Grzybowski agreed it was a good idea. 
 
Mr. Solimando stated one of the concerns is the larger trees which require a crane. 
The Chair said to the get the most dangerous done, saving a few dollars not worth 
risking injury. 
 
Mr. Solimando said he would start requesting quotes and preparing a list for next year 
 



Linden Ave. 
 
The Chair said he spoke with Councilman Hoffman, and there is no further action to be 
taken on the matter. 
 
Valero Project 
 
The Chair advised the members he had drafted a letter, according to the information he 
had relayed at the last meeting, to the Land Use Board with a copy to the Building Dept. 
to be placed permanently in the files. 
 
Tree Planting 
 
Mr. Grzybowski told the members it might be advantage to buy trees to be planted by 
DPW.    Mr. Solimando said they could try to have DPW do the planting. Mr. Grzybowski 
also mentioned that he is waiting for final numbers and locations from the Board of Ed 
to coordinate purchasing and planting. 
 
Ms. Argenzia asked about the location of the trees to be planted by the BOE, Mr. 
Grzybowski replied on the High School and Memorial School grounds. 
 
The Chair asked if they should table this to the next meeting, Mr. Grzybowski replied 
yes, he would reach out to the BOE to get final numbers... 
 
Other Business 
 
The Chair mentioned that he had heard a new Council member was being appointed to 
STC.  He asked Ms. Shust to check and confirm. 
 . 
Adjournment 
 
Since there was no other business to discuss, the Chair asked for a motion to adjourn 
the meeting, which was made by Ms. Fricke, second was offered by Ms. Argenzia, all 
were in favor 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
M Marie Shust 


