Borough of Emerson, NJ
Recreation Commission
Minutes of Meeting

January 21, 2026

The meeting was brought to order by the presiding officer Ms. Lauterback at 8:05pm. The
members recited the Pledge of Allegiance and a moment of silence was observed.

Roll Call:
Andrea Lauterback Present
Philip Gianatasio Present
Adam Lang Present
Dan Trass Present
Maria Spatucci Present
Chris Buffa Present
Molly Sinon Present
Diana Diaz-Benefield Absent
Jason Keller Absent
Councilman Timmerman Present
Councilwoman Rice Present

Approval of the minutes of the meeting dated:

January 7, 2026, Mr. Lang made a motion to approve the minutes of the January 7th meeting,
second was offered by Ms. Sinon, all were in favor.
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Unfinished Business

2026 Activities

Ms. Benefield was absent, the Teen Night Social discussion will continue at the next meeting.
Mr. Lang shared the 4th and 5th grade Social is scheduled for Friday, April 10th.

Ms. Lauterback asked Ms. Sweeney to include a section in future agendas to include upcoming
recreation events.

Sports Updates

e Track- Ms. Lang shared track registration will open January 21st and close March 1st.
Mr. Lang will get the flyer to share on Recreation Commission socials. Mr. Lang
continued that the track board inquired about holding an NJ Striders event at Emerson
Jr./Sr. High School. NJ Striders had concerns about parking and offered a summer event
hosting opportunity as those are smaller. Mr. Lang will speak to the EHS Athletic
Director.

e Softball-Mr. Buffa shared registration is open through February 1st with a uniform try on
day to be announced for a date in February. Winter workouts are happening successfully
on Sundays.

e Baseball-Mr. Gianatasio shared registration would be open January 31st and baseball is
also hosting Winter Workouts successfully. Opening Day will most likely be April 25th.
Volleyball- Ms, Spatucci did not have an update to share.

Wrestling-Ms. Lauterback shared the Tuminelli tournament occurred in early January
with over 300+ wrestling matches. She continued with a shoutout to parent volunteers
who were amazing and helpful and the facility was great. The additional space to host
matches which was recently refurbished by wrestling parent volunteers along with the
new mats donated by fundraising through EPR Wrestling was very helpful to the flow of
the day.

Football/Cheer- Ms. Benefield is not present, no report.

Soccer- Mr. Trass shared there is no report as it is the off season but updates will begin
soon.

New Business

The commission discussed tentative dates for Emerson Day 2026, settling on a tentative date of
June 13th with a tentative rain date of June 14th. The commission will look into any possible
conflicts with that date.

The commission discussed tentative dates for Fall Fest 2026, settling on a tentative date of
October 18th with a tentative rain date of June 14th. The commission will look into any possible
conflicts with that date.
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Correspondence
There is no correspondence to discuss.
Open Public Comment

A motion to open the meeting to the public was made by Ms. Lauterback, seconded by Ms.
Trass, all were in favor.

Ms. Katie Benvenuto, Mr. Joel Reynoso and Ms. Natalie Jourbadjian came forward to speak.
The group would like to make a formal request to the commission to have Basketball run
through recreation. Ms. Benvenuto continued that the present representatives plus her husband
Mr. Benvenuto and Ms. Hichak would like to be the members of the basketball board. Ms.
Benvenuto shared context as to why they were making this request including that she had made
this request to the commission previously. Ms. Benvenuto shared the group have children of all
genders, ages and grades and are seeking to have a program that can teach about participation
and help them learn the sport of basketball for future preparedness. Ms. Benvenuto gave credit
to the current program and added that with strategic changes the program can improve and
provide a more quality program for Emerson’s kids. The group will work with town
representatives as needed to get the program going and understand there is no guarantee of
participation specifically at the select level. The group continued that parents and volunteer
coaches don'’t feel the same sense of community as with other rec sports. Communication
struggles are part of the issue as well as community outreach and fundraising opportunities are
missed as the program has not evolved. Ms.Jourbadjian elaborated that as a coach she has not
felt the same support and structure as will other programs in town and Mr. Reynoso echoed that
sentiment. Mr/ Reynoso continued that there is a fear that parents will leave the current program
due to the lack of structure. Mr. Gianatasio asked about the select/travel fee structure. Ms.
Benvenuto share that the fee structure is unclear to parents and previous requests to the
current program for clarity have been unsuccessful. The three representatives shared there are
at least 5 people willing to volunteer as the board. Mr. Gianatasio clarified that if the commission
does move forward, this group will need to be ready to be on the board and run the program.
Ms. Lauterback added that if the commission decides to move this forward, a recommendation
would go to the Mayor and Council, create bylaws and determine timelines for the program. Ms.
Benvenuto clarified that there are no deliverables needed to be presented to the Mayor and
council and that this decision was not made lightly and this group wants to do better by the
children and parents of Emerson striving for equality, fun and excellence in their proposed
program.

Closed Session

Ms. Lauterback asked the members to go into closed session, motion was made by Mr. Buffa
and a second provided by Ms. Sinon, all were in favor and the room was closed to the public at
8:41pm. The meeting was resumed and opened to the public at 8:50pm.
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Having no other business to discuss, Ms. Spatucci made a motion to close the meeting, second
was offered by Mr. Buffa. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 8:51pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Nicole Sweeney

Recreation Commission Secretary
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