
BOROUGH OF EMERSON 
SHADE TREE COMMISSION 

 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 
March 17, 2021 

 
Secretary Marie Shust called the meeting to order at 6:35 P.M. on ‘gotomeeting’, after which 
she read the following: 
 
“The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to insure the right of the public to have 
advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business affecting 
their interest is discussed or acted upon.  In accordance with provisions of the Act, The Emerson 
Shade Tree Commission has caused notice of this meeting taking place in the Emerson Borough 
Hall Council Chambers by having date, time and place thereof published in the newspaper and 
posted in the Municipal Building.”    
  
 Secretary Marie Shust took the roll call:  
               

Mr. Colin     Absent (Arrived at 6:52 due to work) 
Ms. Fricke      Present 
Mr. Maltzan     Absent (Leave of Absence) 
Mr. Grybowski   `  Present 
Mr. Hirsch     Absent (work) 

 Mr.  Rizzuto     Absent (work) 
 Mr. DiTota     Present 
 Mr. Solimando, Tee Inspector  Present 

Councilman Brian Gordon (Liaison)  Present 
 

Tree Inspector Report: 
 Mr. Solimando reported on the trees that were to be removed as soon as equipment/crews are 
available: 
 69 Highland, waiting for Westwood equipment to clear stumps 
 88 Chestnut, remove stump 
 32 Congress Rd, needs mark out to remove stump 
 159 Congress Rd., PSE&G has to reschedule due to snow on originally scheduled date. 
 

Mr. Grybowski said he would email the new contact information at PSE&G to Mr. 
Solimando. 

 
Ms. Fricke made a motion to accept the Shade Tree Inspectors reports, second was 

offered by Mr.  Grzybowski.  Vice Chairman Grzybowski, Ms. Fricke and Mr. DiTota all voted to 
approve the report. 

 
Approval of minutes: 
Vice Chairman Grzybowski asked for a motion to accept the minutes of the meeting of February 
17, 2021.  Ms. Fricke made a motion to approve the minutes, second was offered by Mr. DiTota.    
Vice Chairman Grzybowski, Ms. Fricke, and Mr. DiTota voted aye. 
 



 
. 
 
 
Vouchers and Correspondence: 
The Chair asked if there was any correspondence or vouchers  Ms. Shust advised the members 
there were two vouchers one payable to her for the monthly gotomeeting fees for a total amount 
of $ 19.00, the second was to North Jersey Media in the amount of $7.70 for the Sunshine 
Notice  of the special meeting of February 17..   Vice Chairman Grzybowski made a motion to 
approve payment, second was offered by Ms. Fricke. , Vice Chairman Grzybowski, Ms. Fricke 
and Mr. DiTota voted aye. 
 
The Vice Chair asked Ms. Shust if the Budget had been received.  Ms. Shust replied that the 
budget had not yet been determined by the Governing Body, which was confirmed by 
Councilman Gordon. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
  
Spring Tree Planting 
 
Mr. Grzybowski thanked all of the commission members for their assistance in contacting 
residents regarding whether trees were still desired ad what type.    He said he still has four 
trees of the ones being replaced by PSE&G to allocate.      Ms. Shust advised the members that 
the EEC will be working to beautify Centennial Park and would love to have a tree.  Ms. Fricke 
thought an American Dogwood or Cherry would be good for the Park.    Ms. Shust asked Mr. 
Solimando if there was any problem with either of those as far as maintenance.  He responded 
no, and there is water available for care and upkeep.  Vice Chairman. Grzybowski asked if the 
Park would be a suitable location for the Arbor Day planting.  
 
Ms. Shust reminded the members that the Recreation Dept.   replied to the Councilman that 
they would be delighted to have a tree or two planted at the ballfield.  Mr. Solimando said there 
are two swamp maples at the visitor bleacher area and if anything, the same species should be 
planted, where the third tree had failed, to keep consistency.    Mr. Solimando also thought the 
same species should be planted at the snack shack. 
 
Mr. DiTota suggested Borough Hall on the Linwood Ave side.  Ms. Shust asked about the 
proposed construction and would it be a waste of time and money to plant there at this time.   
The Vice Chair agreed that research into the proposed building should be done before 
committing to that location.  Mr. Solimando said he would follow up with the proposed building 
project to be sure plantings would be safe during the construction. 
 
Chairman Colin arrived and continued the meeting.  He advised the members that he had some 
difficulty connecting with the homeowners on Palisade Ave.  He did note that one house had 
multiple solar panels on the roof, and therefore doubts that a shade tree would be wanted at 
that location. 
 
The Vice Chair said he would earmark the last two trees for in front of the Municipal Bldg. along 
the walkway depending on the construction and agreed Maple would be the best species. 



 
ARBOR DAY: 
 
Ms. Shust advised the members that the EEC had scheduled the Arbor Day ceremony for April 
24th and hoped the tree planting could be a part of the program.   Ms. Fricke said, since Arbor 
Day is actually on the 30th, planting a week earlier would work.    The Vice  Chairman said he 
would reach out to Top Green to be sure that date was doable.   A decision needs to be made 
as to the location. 
 
TREE CITY: 
M. Fricke told the members that Emerson’s application had been approved and all materials 
would be received before Arbor Day.   She thanked everyone for their assistance. 
 
WEBSITE: 
 
The Chair tabled the discussion until Mr. Maltzan and Mr. Rizzuto were in attendance and could 
update the information. 
 
BIRDHOUSES: 
 
Ms. Shust told the members that she had received a reply from Councilman Hoffman that the 
birdhouses were still on the trees in Emerson Woods.  She also said that EEC had volunteered 
to help.   Chairman Colin and Vice Chairman Grzybowski said they would take care of the 
birdhouse removal.    They said they would reach out to Councilman Hoffman as to location and 
equipment needed. 
 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
BUDGET: 
 
Since the new budget had not been approved, there was no discussion on it. 
  
 
FALL PLANTING: 
 
The Chair asked for feedback from the members as to social contact and long term strategy in 
regard to tree planning for future seasons.  He asked them to do some thinking and come back 
with ideas at the next meeting. 
 
The Councilman said he had been in contact with Mr. Nesenoff who would like to work with the 
STC in procuring trees on behalf of the BOE for possibly better pricing or other considerations. 
The BOE is looking to purchase 20 trees for fall planting along the fence area in the High School 
field. 
 
 
The Chair asked the members to make suggestions in regard to locations of fall planting.  He 
also said Mr. Rizzuto was working on some ideas. 



- 
 
TREE INSPECTOR APPOINTMENT: 
 
Ms. Shust read the Resolution issued by the Governing Body appointing Mr. Solimando as the 
Borough Tree Inspector and congratulated Mr. Solimando on his appointment. 
 
ANY MEMBER: 
 
The Chair asked the Councilman if there was anything theSTC had to do in regard to the Valero 
construction at 161 Kinderkamack Rd.   The Councilman replied, there is nothing at this time. 
 
The Chair updated the members on the situation regarding fines issued, collections, and 
conclusions.    He said he had been working with the Maintenance Officer, Frank, in the Building 
Dept., the Councilman and with the Borough Attorney, to establish procedures and where our 
responsibilities begin and end. 
 
The Chair asked the Councilman if there was any update in regard to the joint meeting of Land 
Use, Building, Environmental and Shade Tree.    The Councilman replied no update at this time. 
 
Since there was no other business to discuss, the Chair asked for a motion to adjourn, which 
was made by Ms. Fricke, second by Vice Chairman Grzybowski,  all were in favor. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:21 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
M. Marie Shust 
Secretary’ 
 


