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Dear Emerson Residents,

As your Mayor, I believe it is important to keep residents informed about legislation that
could significantly impact our Borough, taxpayers, and quality of life.

One proposal currently before the New Jersey Legislature is Senate Bill S1836, known as
the “Yes In God’s Backyard” (YIGBY) Act. While intended to encourage affordable housing
development on certain religious and nonprofit-owned properties, the bill would also limit
municipalities’ ability to make local zoning and land-use decisions.

Affordable housing remains an important priority, and communities like Emerson have
worked hard to meet its requirements. However, S1836 could allow high-density residential
development that exceeds local zoning standards, regardless of many planning considerations
municipalities are responsible for evaluating.

Local officials must balance housing needs with infrastructure capacity, traffic, public
safety, school enrollment, environmental protection, and fiscal responsibility. Changes proposed
under S1836 could increase demands on municipal services, alter neighborhood character, and
place additional pressures on taxpayers.

This issue is about more than housing—it is also about preserving local input in decisions
that shape our community’s future. Residents, planning boards, and municipal officials should
continue to have a meaningful voice in where and how development occurs.

As the legislation advances, I encourage residents to stay informed, review the proposal,
and share their views with State representatives. The Borough will continue to monitor this bill
and advocate for policies that balance housing needs with responsible planning and local
decision-making.

Thank you for your continued engagement and commitment to our cg
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