
+BBOROUGH OF EMERSON SHADE TREE COMMISSION 
  MEETING MINUTES  

June 14, 2023 
 

The Vice Chairman called the meeting to order at 7:54 PM, after which he read the following: 
“The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to ensure the right of the public to 
have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business 
affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon. In accordance with provisions of the Act, The 
Emerson Shade Tree Commission has caused notice of this meeting taking place in the 
Emerson Borough Hall Council Chambers by having date, time and place thereof published in 
the newspaper and posted in the Municipal Building.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Secretary Marie Shust took the roll call:  

David Colin       Arrived after roll call 
Scott Grzybowski      Present   
Ms. Jessica Fricke      Present  
Mr. Kenneth Hoffman      Present  
Ms. Karin Argenzia      Present  
Mr. David DiTota      Present  
Paul Lauterback     Absent  
Michael Esqueu     Present 
Shade Tree Inspector, Perry Solimando   Present  
Councilman Brian Gordon (Liaison)    Present 
 

Tree Inspector’s Report: 
 

Here is my tree report for April 2023 
DPW picked up and planted Zelkova tree at  the Monument for Arber 
day/Memorial 
DPW removed a dead Oak tree as Sunset park. 
PSEG removed two dead Maple trees at 2 Brierwood Ct. 
PSEG removed Oak tree at 167 Pascack Ave. this tree was compromising the high 
voltage wires. 
DPW trimmed dead branches out of two tree  at 288 Main St. 
DPW trimmed dead branches out of the tree at 139 Emwood Dr. 
FAMA tree service trimmed two Oak trees at 72 Jefferson Ave. and 86 Grand Blvd. 
  

Here is the report for May 2023 

DPW trimmed dead branches out of the wires at 10 Linda Pl. 

DPW removed dead Plumb tree from 73 Pine Dr. 

DPW will remove a big Maple tree from 148 Jefferson Ave, top of tree is all dead 
and big pieces are falling. 



I request permission to have a maple tree removed at 279 Ackerman Ae. Tree is 
splitting and at 4 Auricchio Ave a big branch fell off top of tree. 

I also request permission to have stumps removed from 2 Brierwood Ct and 167 
Pascack Ave.  PSE&G removed the trees for us. 

10 Lakeview Dr. is looking to have his Oak tree removed because of roots 
damaging his lawn.   After inspection, I recommend not to remove this tree. 

DPW picked up and planted the spring plantings.  We were unable to get a good 
Scarlet Oak and a good Crimson Sunset Maple and will have to add to the fall 
planting. 

Mr. Colin made a motion to approve the removal of trees at 279 Ackerman, and 4 
Auricchio, as well as the stump removal at 2 Brierwood & 167 Pascack Ave, 
second was offered by Mr. Grzybowski, all were in favor. 

 

In reference to 10 Lakeview, Mr.Grzybowski made a motion that no action be 
taken in regard to the tree per Mr. Solimando’s recommendation,  Second was 
offered by Mr. Colin,  all were in favor. 

Minutes of April meeting:   Chairman Colin asked that those minutes be tabled 
until the next meeting and asked Ms. Shust to redistribute. 

Councilman Gordon told the members that PSE&G had trimmed a tree at 10 
Linda, which was done poorly.    Rather than butcher the tree as they had done, 
they should  have removed it completely.    Mr. Esque added that the tree at 
Kinderkamack and High St was treated similarly, cutting off half of the top.  Mr. 
Colin asked Mr. Solimando if he could reach out to PSE&G to complain about the 
poor job that is being done by the tree trimming company.  Mr. Solimando said he 
would try. 

 

Mr. DiTota brought up the mulberry tree at the library.  He said it is in poor 
condition and is not an asset to the neighborhood as a shade tree.    Mr. 
Grzybowski made a motion to have the tree removed, second was offered by Ms. 
Argenzia, all were in favor. 

 



Mr. DiTota also mentioned the recently planted tree in front of Borough Hall.  He 
said it was damaged by the deer and would probably die.  But it could be left until 
the construction begins on the Municipal building. 

There was no correspondence. 

Vouchers as follows: 

Site One Landscaping Spring Trees    $ 2,600.00 

Site One Landscaping  Arbor day Tree   $     280.35 

 FAMA Tree Service  Tree removal at  

72 Jefferson & 86 Grand Blvd $ 1,400.00 

 North Jersey Media Publication of time change $       15.84 

       Total   $ 4,296.19 

Mr. Hoffman made a motion to approve the vouchers for payment, second was 
offered by Ms. Fricke.    Chairman Colin, Ms. Fricke, Mr. Hoffman, Ms. Argenzia 
and Mr. Esque voted to approve the vouchers.  Mr. Grzybowski and Mr. DiTota 
had already left the meeting. 

 

Board Business: 

 Streetscape: Mr. Hoffman said he had not been able to address the 
list and hoped to have an update for the next meeting. 

 C/O Hold Form: Ms. Shust said the update was not complete and she 
would have it available for the August meeting, as she will not be present for the 
July meeting. 

 45 Wortendyke: Mr. Hoffman said there was an error in calculation as to 
the numbers and sizes of the trees and he would like to review it. 

 Valero/Obernauer: Ms. Shust advised the members that a check has 
been received from Valero/Obernauer for the $4,500. That had been assessed for 
the removed trees that were not being replaced.  Mr. Hoffman stated that there 
are 17 trees missing on the drawings as being replaced.  He said that Arborvitae 
are not a shade tree and do not count in the replacement number.  Mr. Colin said 
he would draft a letter to be sent to Mr. Obernauer. 



 Lantern Fly Grant: Mr. Solimando was asked to investigate the grant for the 
expected upcoming Lantern Fly invasion.   Ms. Argenzia made a motion to 
authorize Mr. Solimando to acquire whatever solutions/tapes, etc are available to 
control the Lantern fly up to the maximum amount of a grant we could receive. 
Second was offered by Mr. Hoffman, all were in favor. 

 

 Budget:  There was no update on the budget numbers. 

Continuing Business: 

 Arbor Day Wrap-up: Ms. Argenzia reported that although the day was not 
the best, there was a good turn out.  She had received a gift card for Stop and 
Shop which was used for refreshments and the carnations that were given out,=. 

 

 Webpage: In Mr Lauterback’s absence there was no update on the 
webpage. 

 Updated tree list and streetscape list:  Not ready at this time. 

 Spring Planting: Mr. Hoffman said that a tree plant at 78 Hartman was 
dying.   He continued that it appears it was not watered properly.  He 
recommends that it not be replaced.  He recommended care instructions when 
planting a tree. 

Public Comment:   Mr. Hoffman made a motion to open the floor to the public, 
second was offered by Ms. Fricke, all were in favor.  Seeing no one in the 
hambers, Mr. Hoffman made a motion to close the floor, second by Ms. Argenzia, 
all were in favor. 

 

Member commentary: Councilman Gordon commented about the lack of shade 
trees along Linwood Ave.  He said there was nothing from Valero to Villano 
school.  He wondered what type of tree would be best to plant there.  Mr. 
Hoffman offered to meet with the Councilman and Mr. Solimando to research the 
issue, especially the available planting areas.   Mr. Solimando noted that Crepe 
Myrtle, although a lovely tree, is not suitable for the area. 

 

 



Adjournment: 

Having no other business the Chair asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting, 
which was made by Mr. Hoffman, second by Ms. Argenzia, all were in favor. 

 

 

 

 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:54 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
M. Marie Shust, 
Commission Secretary 
 


