
BOROUGH OF EMERSON 
SHADE TREE COMMISSION 

 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 
July 14, 2021 

 
Secretary Marie Shust called the meeting to order at 6:40 P.M. on ‘gotomeeting’, after which 
she read the following: 
 

“The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to ensure the right of the public to have 
advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business affecting 
their interest is discussed or acted upon.  In accordance with provisions of the Act, The Emerson 
Shade Tree Commission has caused notice of this meeting taking place in the Emerson Borough 
Hall Council Chambers by having date, time and place thereof published in the newspaper and 
posted in the Municipal Building.   However due to COVID, it is being held virtually. 
  
 Secretary Marie Shust took the roll call:  
               

Mr. Colin     Present 
Ms. Fricke      Present 
Mr. Maltzan     Absent (Leave of Absence) 
Mr. Grzybowski    Present 
Mr. Hirsch     Absent (Leave of Absence - work) 

 Mr.  Rizzuto     Absent   
 Mr. DiTota     Present 
 Mr. Solimando, Tree Inspector  Present 

Councilman Brian Gordon (Liaison)  Present 
 
The Chairman was attending the meting by phone in his car, and asked Mr. Grzybowski to run 
the meeting.  Mr. Grzybowski agreed to do so with the help of Ms. Shust. 
 
MINUTES MAY 12, 2021 
 
Ms. Shust asked if there were any comments or corrections on the minutes of June 9, hearing 
none she asked for a motion to approve the minutes, which was made by Mr. Grzybowski, 
second was offered by Ms. Fricke.  All were in favor.  The minutes were approved for 
publication. 
 
VOUCHERS FOR June 9, 2021 
 
Ms. Shust said there are three vouchers, all payable to her for Gotomeeting charges, in the 
amount of $ 19.00 each for a total of $ 57.00.  Mr. Grzybowski made a motion to approve the 
vouchers for payment, second was offered by Mr. DiTota, all were in favor. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  
 
Ms. Shust read an email from Mr. Rizzuto stating he had to resign from the Commission as his 
wife has recently been diagnosed with cancer and he needed all his time to be with her and 
their family. 



 
Ms. Fricke regretfully made a motion to accept Mr Rizzuto’s resignation, second was offered by 
Mr. Grzybowski, all were in favor. 
 
MONTHLY BUDGET REPORT: 
 
Ms. Shust read the budget numbers to the members and told them it was still an estimated 
budget. She said the salaries were right on track, the balance for tree removal/pruning is 
$48,091.00, the balance for stump removal is $ 4,878.80 
 
Mr. Solimando told the Board the budget had been approved and these were the final numbers. 
 
Ms. Shust also stated said there was no change in the tree planting fund.     Mr. Grzybowski 
asked what the current balance and was told the available tree planning fund is $ 22,500.00.  
     
BOARD BUSINESS: 

 

Tree Inspector Report: 
 Mr. Solimando reported as follows: 
 
Pear trees were removal at 124, 125 and 123 Linwood. 
Maple tree was removed at 11 Robin 
Hangers were removed from 22 Chestnut; PSE&G is to remove the tree as it is interfering with 
wires. 
Emerson DPW trimmed trees along Main St. 
 
Perry said he had been contacted by the homeowner at 11 Ross regarding two dying trees.  
One tree is not a Borough tree and will be taken care of by the owner.  The second tree is a 
Borough tree and needed to be trimmed. 
 
Mr. Solimando continued that the Westwood DPW had trimmed trees along Mariana. 
 
He also told the members that he had met with Steve Frassa to review his list, of which there 
are approximately 12 – 14 trees remaining.   Mr. Frassa did not have his list any longer, and 
advised Perry to speak with Mr. Maltzan. 
 
The Chair asked how the trees were prioritized for removal.  He was told it was based on 
condition and danger to the residents.    He continued that Downes was scheduled to remove 7 
or 8 trees, 3 of which were on Steve Frassa’s list.  The rest he thought could wait until the 
Borough purchased their own truck. 
 
Linden Avenue Tree Removals: 
 
Mr. Gordon told the members the Borough attorney had determined there was no clear-cut case 
in this instance and the matter should be closed.   The Chair stated that by this determination, 
the attorney has implied that the Ordinance as written is unenforceable and worthless.  His 
decision infers that all the trees in the Borough that cannot be determined were Borough planted 
can be removed with no penalty. 



 
Mr. Grzybowski thought all trees in the 10 ft right of way belonged to the Borough, with this 
decision the Borough has no recourse when a tree is removed. He wondered if the attorney truly 
understood the situation and the consequences of this decision. 
 
Councilman Gordon said the attorney is willing to meet with the members to explain his 
determination.  The Chair said he would speak with the councilman and the attorney at length 
later in the week. 
 
Valero: 
 
The Councilman told the members he must recuse himself from this matter since he resides 
within the 200 ft perimeter.   Councilman Hoffman has been asked to take the lead on this, 
 
The Chair said that since the resignation of Mr. Rizzuto, he is the only member of this sub-
committee and asked the members if they would pitch in to help with the site review. 
 
The Councilman advised the members that this had been approved by the EEC who at the time 
was taking care of STC.  
 
Ms. Shust said the tree management plan which is on file is from 2014, at which time some of 
the trees to be removed were saplings.  In 7 years, there was probably significant growth, which 
would increase the number of trees that can now be considered ‘shade trees”. 
 
The Councilman told the members that the National Forestry uses a different measurement 
criteria.  The Chair reminded the members that our Ordinance states DBH and that is the criteria 
that is to be used until such time as the Ordinance is changed. 
 
Mr. Grzybowski and Mr. Solimando said they could meet with The Chair to review the site. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Fall Planting: 
 
Mr. Grzybowski said he had not received any responses regarding the requests for quotes and 
wondered if any of the members had received any information. 
 
The Chair apologized and said he had not been able to reach out to the vendor(s) on his list, but 
hoped to do so in the upcoming week.   Mr. Solimando said he had reached out to Amoral who 
was interested in quoting, but had several questions.  He said Amoral would reach out to Mr. 
Grzybowski. 
 
Meetings: 
 
Ms. Shust advised the members that the Mayor wants all meetings to be held in person rather 
than virtual.  Therefore, all future meetings should be held in the Chambers on the 2nd floor of 
the Municipal Building.   The members can decide about masks and social distancing at that 
time. 



 
ANY MEMBER: 
 
Mr DiTota asked Mr. Solimando if he could look at the trees at 71 Jefferson, he said there is a 
cherry tree, which appears to be in pretty bad shape.   He also said a tree at 90 Jefferson is 
dropping branches.   Mr. Solimando said he would look at both in the morning. 
 
The Councilman said he wants to remove some trees in his backyard and does he need 
permission from the Commission.  The Chair told him no, that as long as they were not in the 10 
ft median, they were his to dispose of.  The Chair stated that the issue at 232 Park arose due to 
the engineering and pool installation requirements. 
 
Ms. Shust asked if anyone had heard from Mr. Hirsch or Mr. Maltzan.  The Chair replied that he 
thought Mr. Hirsch had resigned, Ms. Shust was to check.   Ms. Shust was asked to follow up 
with Mr. Maltzan. 
 
The Councilman asked Mr. Solimando about the tree removal on Linwood and whether they 
would be replaced.  Mr. Solimando said they were Bradford pear trees that were dead.  The 
stumps are scheduled to be removed and the trees to be replaced.   Mr. DiTota suggested 
Gingko rather than pear when replacing as they are hardier. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Ms. Shust asked if there was any other business.  Hearing none she asked for a motion to 
adjourn the meeting, which was made by The Chairman, Mr. Colin, second was offered by Mr. 
Fricke, all were in favor. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:21 pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted. 
M. Marie Shust 
STC Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


