
BOROUGH OF EMERSON SHADE TREE COMMISSION 
MEETING MINUTES  

July 12, 2023 
 

The Chairman called the meeting to order at 6:49 PM and announced that the Open Public 
Meetings Act requirements had been satisfied.     
 
The Chairman led those present in the Pledge of Allegiance.    
 
Roll Call:  
 
 David Colin, Chair     Present 
 Scott Grzybowski, Vice Chair    Absent 
 Jessica Fricke      Absent 
 Kenneth Hoffman     Present 
 Karin Argenzia     Present 
 David DiTota      Present 
 Paul Lauterback     Absent 
 Michael Esqueu     Absent 
 Perry Solimando, Shade Tree Inspector  Present 
 Councilman Brian Gordon, Liaison   Absent 
 Michelle Ryan, Substitute Secretary   Present 
 
Inspector’s Report: 
 

Mr. Solimando gave the following report for June 2023: 
 DPW trimmed dead tree branches at 8 Summer Street. 
 DPW trimmed trees on Emerson Plaza West which were interfering with the bus stop. 
 DPW removed a dying maple tree at 148 Jefferson Avenue.  
 DPW removed a dying pine tree at 132 Clinton Street. 
 DPW removed a swamp maple at 4 Auricchio Avenue. 
 DPW performed stump grinding at 28 Hill Road, 185 Pascack Avenue, and 14 Broad 

Street. 
 

Mr. Solimando also advised that the new bucket truck, which can reach up to 75 feet, is 
working very well.   

 
Approval of Minutes: 
 

Motion by Mr. DiTota, second by Ms. Argenzia, to table the approval of minutes of the 
April 12, 2023 Regular Meeting until the August meeting.  All members present were in 
favor.     

 
Motion by Ms. Argenzia, second by Mr. Hoffman, to approve the minutes of the June 14, 
2023 Regular Meeting.  All members present were in favor. 

 
Correspondence and Vouchers: 
 

Motion by Mr. DiTota, second by Ms. Argenzia, to approve payment of the June 2023 
vouchers.  On roll call, Chairman Colin, Mr. DiTota, Mr. Hoffman, and Ms. Argenzia  



voted affirmatively.   
 

Voucher No.    Vendor         Description           Amount 
23-00847    SiteOne Landscaping      Tree & Truck Guard 36”     $182.28 

             TreeGator Hose Gatorbag     $115.00 
               $297.28 
 
Board Business: 
  

Motion by Mr. Hoffman, second by Mr. DiTota,to move the Valero matter to the first 
order of Board Business.  All members present were in favor.   
 
Valero Streetscape:  
 
Motion by Mr. Hoffman, second by Ms. Argenzia to open to the public on this matter 
only.  All members present were in favor.   
 
Robert Obernauer, applicant for 161 Kinderkamack Road, was present.  Chairman Colin 
explained to Mr. Obernauer that the copy of the landscape site plan, which the 
Commission received a small copy of, was not clear regarding the quantity, the species, 
and the location of the replacement shade trees being planted.  Mr. Hoffman stated that in 
accordance with the ordinance, 47 replacement trees were required.  Mr. DiTota advised 
Mr. Obernauer that the arborvitaes included in his plan are not shade trees and do not 
count towards the required number of replacement trees.  Mr. Hoffman confirmed that the 
Borough Code defines shade trees as deciduous trees. Mr. DiTota further advised that 
instead of planting arborvitaes, deciduous trees can be planted to receive credit towards 
the tree replacement requirement.   Mr. Hoffman explained that if Mr. Obernauer does not 
plant all 47 trees on the property, then he would need to pay $150 for each tree that 
wasn’t replaced into the Borough’s Tree Planting Fund.  Mr. Obernauer shared that larger 
plans were on file in the Building Department and that he had already paid, which was 
confirmed to be $4,500, into the Borough’s Tree Planting Fund.  As it stands now, he may 
owe an additional $1,650.  Once the plantings are completed, the Shade Tree Commission 
will go onsite to inspect, and a final replacement tree fee will be determined then.  Mr. 
Obernauer agreed.  Chairman Colin will send a letter to the Land Use Board and Building 
Department to advise them of this and request that the CO not be issued until the payment 
is made.  Ms. Ryan will verbally let the Building Department know that a letter is 
forthcoming and will look into whether there is an electronic copy of the landscape site 
plan/tree management plan for the Commission to more clearly review.   

  
Motion by Mr. DiTota, second by Ms. Argenzia to close to the public on this matter.  All 
members present were in favor.   
 
Streetscape:  Mr. DiTota is still working on this matter.   

 
45 Wortendyke:  Mr. Hoffman explained that the formula used to calculate the number of 
replacement trees, which is provided in Chapter 266 of the Borough Code, was not 
followed and, therefore, the developer was given the incorrect amount.  In actuality, the 
developer owes for 25 replacement trees, which he has agreed to provide payment for.  
Chairman Colin will write a letter to the Land Use Board to advise of what occurred and 



that this developer owes for 25 replacement trees.  Mr. Hoffman will write a memo to the 
Borough Engineer memorializing this and explaining the process in general.   
 
Lanternfly Grants: Ms. Fricke is working on this matter.  Mr. Solimando advised that the 
DPW picked up traps provided by the County.  Mr. DiTota explained the lanternfly’s 
harmful effects on crops and hardwoods.  Unfortunately, there is no natural predator.   

 
Budget: 
 

There was no discussion on this agenda item.   
 
Continuing Business: 
  

Webpage: Work on this matter will resume in the fall.   
  

Updated Tree List: Mr. DiTota stated that this item has been completed.   
 
Streetscape Listing: This is an ongoing project of the Commission and should remain 
listed under “Continuing Business”. 
 
Regarding a fall planting, Mr. Solimando advised that there were two trees that could not 
be planted this past spring and will be planted this fall.     

 
Open to the Public:  
 

No members of the public were present.   
 
Any Board Member:  
 

The new tree truck needs to be outfitted with some additional equipment.  The allotted 
funds from the bond have been depleted as there were two price increases on the truck 
while the Borough waited for Upper Saddle River to issue their purchase order for this 
joint purchase.  Mr. Solimando used around $4,000 of the DPW’s budget to purchase 
equipment and needs an additional $2,000.  Mr. Solimando will speak with the CFO to 
inquire about what funds may be available and report back at the next meeting.   

 
Adjournment: 
 

Having no other business, motion by Mr. DiTota, second by Mr. Hoffman, and with all 
members present in favor, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.  

 
Respectfully submitted,  

 
 

Michelle Ryan 
Substitute Secretary 


