
BOROUGH OF EMERSON SHADE TREE COMMISSION 

REORGANIZATION MEETING MINUTES January 11, 2023 

Ms. Shust called the meeting to order at 6:31 PM, after which she read the following: “The New 
Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to ensure the right of the public to have 
advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business affecting 
their interest is discussed or acted upon. In accordance with provisions of the Act, The Emerson 
Shade Tree Commission has caused notice of this meeting taking place in the Emerson 
Borough Hall Council Chambers by having date, time and place thereof published in the 
newspaper and posted in the Municipal Building.  

After the Pledge of Allegiance, Ms. Shust asked Mayor DiPaola to give the oath of office to new 
member Paul Lauterback and reappointed member Scott Grzybowski. 

Before the Mayor left, she asked that the Bylaws and Ordinance regarding the Shade 
Tree be sent to all the members. 

Secretary Marie Shust took the roll call:  

 David Colin      Present 

 Scott Grzybowski     Present   

Ms. Jessica Fricke     Present  

Mr. Kenneth Hoffman     Present  

Ms. Karin Argenzia     Present  

Mr. David DiTota     Present  

Paul Lauterback     Present  

Michael Esqueu    Present 

Shade Tree Inspector, Perry Solimando   Present  

Councilman Brian Gordon (Liaison)   Absent 

 

Ms. Shust asked for a nomination for Chairman of the Shade Tree Commission.  Mr. Hoffman, 
nominated Mr. Colin, second was offered by Mr. Grzybowski.  There were no other nominations.  
Roll call vote was taken.  Mr. Colin, Mr. Grzybowski, Mr. Hoffman, Ms. Fricke, Mr. DiTota, Ms. 
Argenzia, Mr. Lauterback and Mr. Esqueu voted to elect Mr. Colin as Chairman. 

Ms. Shust then turned the meeting over to the Chairman, who asked for a nomination for Vice 
Chairman of the Commission.   Mr. DiTota nominated Mr. Grzybowski, second was offered by 
Mr. Hoffman.   There were no other nominations.  Roll call vote was taken.  Mr. Colin, Mr. 
Grzybowski, Mr. Hoffman, Ms. Fricke, Mr. DiTota, Ms. Argenzia, Mr. Lauterback and Mr. 
Esqueu voted to elect Mr. Grzybowski as Vice Chairman. 

The Chair asked for a nomination for Shade Tree Inspector.  Mr. DiTota nominated Mr. 
Solimando, second was offered by Mr. Grzybowski. There were no other nominations.  Roll call 



vote was taken.  Mr. Colin, Mr. Grzybowski, Mr. Hoffman, Ms. Fricke, Mr. DiTota, Ms. Argenzia, 
Mr. Lauterback and Mr. Esqueu voted to elect Mr. Solimando as Shade Tree Inspector. 

The Chair asked for a nomination for Commission Secretary.  Mr. Hoffman nominated Ms. 
Shust, second was offered by Ms. Fricke.  There were no other nominations.  Roll call vote was 
taken.  Mr. Colin, Mr. Grzybowski, Mr. Hoffman, Ms. Fricke, Mr. DiTota, Ms. Argenzia, Mr. 
Lauterback and Mr. Esqueu voted to elect Ms. Shust as Commission Secretary. 

The Chair asked if there were any questions in regard to the proposed calendar dates.   Mr. 
Grzybowski said he would not be available for the July meeting.     Mr. colin stated there was a 
possibility he would not be available either, but he would not know until a later date.    The 
Commission members decided to leave the date as is and, if necessary, change it if the 
situation arose.  Mr. DiTota asked if it was necessary to have a December meeting, why not 
have two during the busiest time of the year.   Mr. Hoffman replied that a special meeting can 
always be called, if necessary, with a published notice, or a meeting cancelled if there is no 
business to discuss.  Mr. Hoffman made a motion to accept the calendar of meeting dates as is, 
second was offered by Mr. DiTota.  Roll call vote was taken.  Mr. Colin, Mr. Grzybowski, Mr. 
Hoffman, Ms. Fricke, Mr. DiTota, Ms. Argenzia, Mr. Lauterback and Mr. Esqueu voted to accept 
the calendar. 

Since there was no other business to discuss for the reorganization, the Chair asked for a 
motion to adjourn the meeting, which was made by Mr. Hoffman, second by Ms. Argenzia, all 
were in favor. 

The reorganization meeting was adjourned at 6:45 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marie Shust, Secretary 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


