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How Are Taxes Calculated?

1. Municipal Tax Levy
State Aid/Revenue/Grants/Surplus

2. Net Valuation
Annual Assessed Value of the Borough
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HOW DO WE KEEP THE TAXES STABLE? 

• INCREASE REVENUE

• REDUCE THE BUDGET

• UTILIZE MORE SURPLUS

• INCREASE STATE AID
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Major Accomplishments
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Borough of Emerson
2025 Major Accomplishments

• Cindy Lane Pump Station Replacement Project

• Randolph Avenue Pump Station Replacement Project

• Ackerman Park Basketball Court Replacement Project

• 2025 Road Resurfacing Program

• Second Street (from Auricchio Avenue to Randolph Avenue)

• Hasbrouck Avenue (from Ackerman Avenue to Terminus)

• Wortendyke Avenue (from Ackerman Avenue to Linwood Avenue)

• Lozier Avenue (from Grand Boulevard to Birch Street)

• Birch Street (from Grand Boulevard to Lincoln Boulevard)

• Robyn Court (from Karen Lane to Terminus)

• Alan Road (from Colonial Road to Powell Road)

• Dyer Avenue (from Kinderkamack Road to High Street)

• Park Avenue (From Spruce Avenue to the Westwood Borough Limit)

• Watershed Inventory Report Phase I Completed

• MS4 Stormwater Permit Mapping
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Borough of Emerson
2026 Future Considerations

• 2026 Road Resurfacing Program and Beyond

• Ackerman Park Phase II Improvements Project (Pavilion, Turf, Swing sets)

• ADA Curb Ramp Replacements

• Department of Public Works Fuel Tank Replacement Project

• West End Phase I Drainage Improvements Project

• West End Phase II Drainage Improvements Project

• Kinderkamack Road Phase I Streetscape Improvements Project

• Senior Center Kitchen Upgrades

• Continued Improvements to our Sports Fields and Parks

• Audio/Visual Upgrades to Borough Council Chambers

• Document Scanning Services
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2026 Goals

Keeping Emerson Affordable 

Keeping Residents Informed Increased Communication

Keep Emerson Safe Through Investing in 

Infrastructure and Public Safety

Upgrade Open Space and Borough Parks
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2026 Municipal Budget

Assessed Valuation 
Revenue 
State Aid

Fund Balance – Surplus 
Tax Levy
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2026 Assessed Value – Net Valuation
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2026 Assessed Value – Net Valuation

Vacant
0.5%

Residential
78.1%

Exempt
10.1%

Assessment Summary

Vacant Residential Farm Commercial Exempt
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2025 Notable Revenue Results

CHANGE2025 ACTUAL2025 ANTICIPATEDREVENUE ITEM

Interest on Costs and Taxes $60,000.00 $80,598.00 $20,598.00

Interest on Investments $300,000.00 $394,304.00 $94,304.00

Uniform Construction Code $190,000.00 $181,347.00 ($8,653.00)

Cell Tower Revenue $255,000.00 $277,633.00 $22,633.00

Sewer Service Fees $35,000.00 $46,588.00 $11,588.00

Municipal Court Fines $35,000.00 $36,113.00 $1,113.00
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• Police and Fire Departments – Public Safety

• Public Works Department
Maintain roadways, parks, storm water management, leaf collection and snow 
removal

• Construction / Code Enforcement 

• Emergency First Aid

• Recreational, cultural and senior citizen events and programs

• Garbage Collection / Recycling Program

• Open Space Projects

• Borough Administration

2026 Emerson Municipal Budget 

Summary of Services
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Appropriations

Salary & Wages
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2026 Emerson Municipal Budget - Salary & Wages
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2026 Emerson Municipal Budget - Salary & Wages



BOROUGH OF EMERSON

2026 Emerson Municipal Budget - Salary & Wages

Public Safety 
$3,789,424.00

65.12%

Public Works 
$1,208,330 

20.76%

Land Use
$248,183

4.26%

General Services 
$295,350.00

5.08%

Finance
$219,210

3.77%

Recreation
$8,760
0.15%

Accumulated 
Absence Fund

$50000
0.86%

2026 Salary
Public Safety Public Works
Land Use General Services
Finance Recreation
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Appropriations

Operating Budgets
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2026 Emerson Municipal Budget 

Operating Budgets
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2026 Emerson Municipal Budget 

Operating Budgets
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2026 Emerson Municipal Budget 

Operating Budgets
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Total Appropriations (2025) 
$16,840,316.00

Total Appropriations (2026) 
$16,904,285.00

*Includes Reserve for Uncollected Taxes*

Net Change = $63,969.00

0.38% Increase

2026 Emerson Municipal Budget - Appropriation Analysis
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TAX RATE = Municipal Tax Levy
Net Valuation Taxable

2026 Municipal TAX RATE = 1.067

x 100

TAX RATE = $12,419,438.00 
   $1,221,489,500

x 100

How was my 2026 Tax Rate Calculated?
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$16,904,285.00

$13,031,118.00

$1,390,000.00

$0.998

• 2026 Proposed Budget:

• 2026 Proposed Tax Levy:

• Surplus Anticipated:

• 2025 Municipal Tax Rate:

• Average Home Assessment 2026:   $449,575.00

• 2026 Municipal Tax Rate:        $1.017

2026 Average
Residential Municipal

Tax Increase

$84.27

Average Total Tax
$16,144.23

2026 Municipal Tax Summary
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Emerson – Where Does Your
Tax Dollar Go?

$1,524 $9,823 $224 $4,572

SCHOOLCOUNTY LIBRARY BORO

9% 60% 1.3% 28%

Average Total Tax = $16,144.23
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2026 Capital Plan
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2026 Capital Plan
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THANK YOU! / QUESTIONS
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