BBOROUGH OF EMERSON SHADE TREE COMMISSION
MEETING MINUTES February 8, 2023

The Chair called the meeting to order at 6:38 PM, after which he read the following:
“The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to ensure the right of the
public to have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which
any business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon. In accordance with
provisions of the Act, The Emerson Shade Tree Commission has caused notice of this
meeting taking place in the Emerson Borough Hall Council Chambers by having date,
time and place thereof published in the newspaper and posted in the Municipal Building.

Pledge of Allegiance,

Secretary Marie Shust took the roll call:

David Colin Present
Scott Grzybowski Present
Ms. Jessica Fricke Absent
Mr. Kenneth Hoffman Present
Ms. Karin Argenzia Present
Mr. David DiTota Absent
Paul Lauterback Absent
Michael Esqueu Absent
Shade Tree Inspector, Perry Solimando Present
Councilman Brian Gordon (Liaison) Absent

Inspector’s Report

DPW trimmed dead branches out of tree at 167 Pascack Ave.

DPW trimmed dead branches out of Oak tree at 51 Vivian Ave.

DPW trimmed branches over wires at 61 Pine Dr.

DPW trimmed low hanging branch over roadway across from 84 Lincoln Blvd.

DPW has been going around town trimming all low branches so the street sweeper can
get close to the curb. Started on the east side of town working west.

DPW removed a bottom lead off Oak tree at 189 Pascack Ave. lead had a big crack in
it. DPW crew noticed the crack when they were trimming low hanging branches.

| need permission to remove a Swamp Maple at 14 Broad St. The resident has been
complaining about this tree and a Pine tree on the corner of her property. | would
recommend removing the Swamp Maple only.

| also need permission to remove a dead Ash tree at the dead end of Washington Ave.



Mr. Hoffman asked if Mr. Solimando was sure the pine was ok to which he received
a “yes” reply. Mr. Colin asked for confirmation that other two trees needed to re
removed to which Mr. Solimando replied “yes”, Ms. Argenzia made a motion to
approve removal of the two trees, second was offered by Mr. Hoffman. Chairman
Colin, Vice Chair Grzybowski, Ms. Argenzia & Mr. Hoffman voted yes.

Approval of Minutes
February 8, 2023 minutes.

The Chair asked if there were any comments or changes in regard to the minutes of
the last meeting. Hearing none he asked for a motion to approve which was made
by Mr. Hoffman, second by Ms. Argenzia, all were in favor.

Correspondence and Vouchers:
There was no correspondence or vouchers to be approved.
Board Business:

12 Marianna

Valero

Ms. Shust said these items were on the agenda as monies were not
collected by the Building Dept. before issuing C/O. A method has to be
established so the Building Dept does not overlook collection per the
Ordinance.

Ms. Shust said she created a form which she shared with the
members for comment. Mr. Hoffman suggested the Ordinance and
section that the assessment was based on, be added to the form.
Ms. Argenzia suggested the Ordinance be printed on the back so
the resident/developer as information. Ms. Argenzia also
suggested that there be some kind of chain of custody or proof of
delivery.

Ms. Shust said she would like to print a bright paper, like red. Mr. Colin
stated that red is a difficult to read and another color be used. Ms.
Shust said she would have an updated form and color ready for the next
meeting.

Continuing Business

Tree City Report Ms. Fricke was not present, but Ms. Shust told
the members that the paperwork had been done and there are two forms
awaiting the Mayor’s signature that will be emailed to complete the
application.

Arbor Day, April 28 Ms. Argenzia said she had been in contact
with the Mayor and the date is confirmed, The time is set at 1pm as there
is a shredding event in the morning.



She continued that the same species of tree that had been planted last
year will be planted in Veteran’s Park to complete the triangular planting.

Webpage Mr. Lauterback was not in attendance, so the update was
tabled until the next meeting.

Updated Tree List Mr. DiTota was not in attendance, so the update
was tabled to the next meeting.

Mr. Hoffman made a motion to open the floor to hear from Mr. Frassa,
the former tree inspector, to discuss the species of trees that are on the
recommended list. The motion was seconded by Ms. Argenzia, all were
in favor.

Mr. Frassa said that a lot of the trees o this list were not suitable, for
instance the Columnar maple is not a shade tree, the Norway Maple,
having a shallow root system, will lift the sidewalks. The Zacova is not a
sturdy tree. Mr. Frassa asked if he would consult with Mr. DiTota and
Mr. Hoffman and update the lists, to which he agreed.

Mr. Grzybowski asked hm to email his information for the tree that he
would like to have planted in the right of way in front of his house.

Mr. Frassa asked for permission to trim a tree in front of his home at 75
Locust. Mr. Hoffman made that motion, second by Ms. Argenzia, all
were in favor.

Mr. Grzybowski made a motion to close the floor to the public, second as
offered by Mr. Hoffman, all were in favor.

Treescape listing Ms. Shust distributed the list of trees that are
specified in the Master Plan. She said that at a previous meeting, it
was mentioned some of the trees on that list were not suitable for a main
thoroughfare, and therefore should be replaced with another species.
Mr. Hoffman said it was not the place of the Shade Tree Commission to
tell developers what trees should be planted. The developers should
submit a list to the commission for approval. Ms. Shust told Mr.
Hoffman that the previous planner had created this list and it is what the
contractors have to abide by. If the trees listed are incorrect and are
not corrected, the current list is the only guideline the contractor has.

Parliamentarian Mr. Colin said as much as he would love to have
one, it is not within the budget. The tree removal and planting are more
important. The matter was dismissed.

Spring Planting Mr. Grzybowski said there were only about 4
residents who requested trees at this time. He would like to spread the
word that the Spring Planting will take place. Mr. Colin asked if he time
and if trees were available. Mr. Solimando and Mr. Grzybowski both
agreed that the inventory of trees in the area has increased. Mr. Colin
asked if they would like to table the final decision until next meeting, to



which they agreed.

Adjournment: Having no other business to discuss the Chair
asked for a motion to adjourn, which was made by Mr. Grzybowski,
second by Mr. Hoffman, all were in favor.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 pm.

Respectfully submitted,
M. Marie Shust,

Commission Secretary



