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BOROUGH OF EMERSON 
SHADE TREE COMMISSION 

 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 
February 17, 2021 

 
Secretary Marie Shust called the meeting to order at 6:32P.M. on ‘gotomeeting’, after which she read the 
following: 
 
“The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to insure the right of the public to have advance 
notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any business affecting their interest is 
discussed or acted upon.  In accordance with provisions of the Act, The Emerson Shade Tree Commission 
has caused notice of this meeting taking place in the Emerson Borough Hall Council Chambers by having 
date, time and place thereof published in the newspaper and posted in the Municipal Building.”    
  
Councilman Gordon gave the Oath of Office to Dave DiTota. 
 
Secretary Marie Shust took the roll call:  
               

Mr. Colin     Present 
Ms. Fricke      Present 
Mr. Maltzan     Absent (Leave of Absence) 
Mr. Grybowski   `  Present 
Mr. Hirsch     Absent (work) 

 Mr.  Rizzuto     Present 
 Mr. DiTota     Present 
 

Councilman Brian Gordon (Liaison)  Present 
 
Also in attendance was Perry Solimando, superintendent of the DPW and acting Tree Inspector. 
 

Tree Inspector Report: 
Although the agenda stated Ms. Shust would read the report, she asked Mr. Solimando to relate to the 
members any activity that was happening in the town.   Mr. Solimando replied there had been little 
damage during the recent snow storms.   He still has two trees he is waiting to have removed, both 
having been held up due to weather. 
 
The Chair asked Ms. Shust to share the report of outstanding trees from 2020 to Mr. Solimando 

 
Approval of minutes: 
The Chair asked for a motion to accept the minutes of the Reorganization meeting of January 6, 2021 
and the regular meeting of January 6, 2021.  Ms. Fricke made a motion to approve the minutes of both 
meetings, second was offered by Mr. Rizzuto.  Chairman Colin, Vice Chairman Grzybowski, Ms. Fricke, 
Mr. Rizzuto and Mr. DiTota voted aye. 
 
 
 
Vouchers and Correspondence: 
The Chair asked if there was any correspondence or vouchers  Ms. Shust advised the members there 
were three vouchers all payable to her for the monthly gotomeeting fees for a total amount of $ 57.00.   
Mr. Rizzuto made a motion to approve payment, second was offered by Mr. Grzybowski. Chairman Colin, 
Vice Chairman Grzybowski, Ms. Fricke, Mr. Rizzuto and Mr. DiTota voted aye. 
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The only correspondence was a letter that Ms. Shust received personally that she wanted to share which 
was a tree removal company flyer.  She advised the members she would forward to the Chair and Mr. 
Solimando. 
 
The Chair told the members it was up to them to plan, budget and prioritize the action to be taken by the 
Commission.  Mr. Solimando told the members that he believed the contract for tree removal expired and 
a request for bids would have to be advertised.   The Chair asked Ms. Shust to follow up on procedures.   
Ms. Shust replied she would follow up with the Borough Clerk. 
 
The Chair asked Ms. Shust if the Budget had been received.  Ms. Shust replied that the budget had not 
yet been determined by the Governing Body, but she had the prorated numbers that could be used until 
then. 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
 Spring Tree Planting 
 
 Mr. Grzybowski relayed to the members that he was working with Top Green, the tree planting 
contractor for PSE&G in regard to the trees owed to Emerson to replace those removed by PSE&G.    He 
said that Ms. Shust had reached out to the locations on the list to see if they were still interested and for 
contact information.     He said he had only received 3 replies and had allocate 1 tree for the Arbor Day 
Ceremony.   Ms. Shust advised him she had at least 12 requests and would be sure Mr. Grzybowski was 
updated. 
 
Mr. Grzybowski also asked if he could get volunteers to reach out to the residents to determine if they are 
interested and what species of tree they would like to have planted.  He would prefer person to person 
contact to discuss the selection.  Mr. Rizzuto and, Mr. DiTota volunteered to help, although Mr. DiTota 
stated that due to a newborn in the house h would prefer phone contact. 
 
Mr. Rizzuto wanted to know if the Commission could reach out to the residents via some of the social 
media outlets.   Ms. Shust said she would have to check with the Borough Clerk as to the regulations the 
Borough has for that type of exposure. 
 
Mr. DiTota wondered if requiring tree planting by the seller when a home is sold would help to ‘green” 
Emerson.    Mr. Rizzuto stated that would be a shock to the buyer.   The Chair stated the Commission 
cannot regulate, only recommend. 
 
Mr. Rizzuto wondered if a “popup” stand where residents could register for tree planting would work – 
maybe at a ball game or other event.    Mr. Grzybowski reminded the members the trees are for the right 
of way only.   Not for resident’s yards.  
 
The selection of trees was listed by Mr. Grzybowski.   Mr. DiTota said that most residents would not know 
what these trees looked like.   He offered to make a flyer showing the varieties and their foliage in spring 
and fall.   He said he could propose something by the weekend.  
 
The Councilman said he would be willing to knock on doors to help the Commission reach out to those 
residents who had requested trees, to determine species and obtain the consent form.  The Chair, Mr. 
DiTota, Mr. Rizzuto and Mr. Grzybowski also agreed to contact residents, though some preferred phone 
than person to person. 
 
Mr. DiTota said he would work on the flyer and send in Google sheet.  The Chair suggested the final flyer 
be made as a PDF.   The Chair asked the secretary to check with the Clerk about any regulations in 
preparing and distributing a flyer to the residents. 
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The Councilman mentioned that there were some saplings available at no charge and wondered if the 
Commission would like to use them.   It was determined that it would not be a project for the STC and 
wondered if it could be offered to the residents for their property and their care, not as part of the right of 
way program.   Mr. DiTota also mentioned that the residents would  
have to be educated for the proper care, maintenance, and protection from deer. 
 

TREE CITY USA,  ARBOR DAY CERMONY 
 
Ms. Fricke advised the members that the Arbor Day planting celebration normally takes place the 
weekend after Arbor Day.  She said they had received an extension for the Tree City USA application and 
she still needed some information, which she asked the Secretary to obtain for her. 
 
One of the sites under discussion for the planting was the ball field by the library.   Ms. Fricke and Mr. 
Grzybowski said they would be in touch with the recreation department to discuss that option, and where 
on the field would be the best location, whether by the pavilion, along the fence, or near the library wall.   
Mr. Solimando told the members he would map out the field to determine location of gas/water/sewer 
lines. 
 
Ms. Fricke said the ceremony would more than likely be virtual as it had been last year.   The Chair stated 
they would table the discussion to the next meeting after additional information had been received. 
 
Ms. Shust was asked to obtain last years’ expense breakdown from the CFO.  Ms. Shust suggested Ms. 
Fricke contact Ms. Clark of EEC to get some of the information, she also suggested they reach out to Mr. 
Frassa to see if he could give them a breakdown of what was spent on tree removal and tree planting for 
the past year, when he was Inspector. 
 

Tree Removal on Linden Ave. 
 
The Chair said he had been in contact with the Building Dept in regard to the status of the fees imposed 
on the removal of trees on Linden.   He had been told it was now in the hands of the property 
Maintenance officer and the Borough attorney.  There was nothing more for the Shade Tree Commission 
to do at this time.    The matter will be removed from the agenda. 
 
FALL PLANTING: 
 
Mr. Rizzuto was asked if he could work on the documentation on the website to make the fall planting 
requests easier to process.   Mr. DiTota asked the mission of the STC,  The  Chair responded the 
management of tree removal, monitoring sickly trees, new planting.  As a commission, we could only 
recommend changes, we are not authorized to issue any Ordinances or Regulations. 
 
MEMBER COMENTARY: 
 
Mr. Rizzuto said he was new to the Borough and wanted to know how he could get his name on the list 
for a tree.  The Chair asked if his was the new house on the corner, and thought the site would be an 
excellent location for a tree. 
 
Mr. Grzybowski stated there were 23 trees due from PSE&G.   As of this meeting he knows of 12 trees for 
residents, plus at least one tree for Arbor Day, and he would like to add Mr. Rizzuto’s address to the list. 
 
The Councilman advised the Commission that the Valero/Obernauer construction would start in the very 
near future, including the removal of the house and trees on the lot next to the current station.  He wanted 
to know if there was a tree management plan in the project.  It was suggested the Commission reach out 
to Councilman Hoffman since he had been the liaison when the project was presented.      
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The Chair asked the Councilman if there was any progress on the joint meetings of the Environmental 
Commission, Shade Tree Commission and Land Use Board the Mayor initiated in January.    The 
Councilman said he would follow up with the Mayor at the next Governing Body meeting. 
 
TREE INSPECTOR: 
 
The Chair told the members that the position of Tree Inspector needed to be filled.  He continued that Mr. 
Solimando had been filling in as the Interim Inspector and he would like to recommend to the Governing 
Body that Mr. Solimando be hired permanently.   Ms. Fricke made the motion to submit the 
recommendation to the Governing Body, second was offered by Mr. Grzybowski.  Chairman Colin, Vice 
Chairman Grzybowski, Mr. Fricke, Mr. Rizzuto and Mr. DiTota voted to make the recommendation. 
 
Ms. Shust was asked to prepare the letter. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Since there was no other business to discuss, the Chair asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting, which 
was made by Mr. Fricke, second was offered by Mr. Rizzuto,  all were in favor. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:50 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
M. Marie Shust 
Commission Secretary 


