
BOROUGH OF EMERSON 
SHADE TREE COMMISSION 

 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

December 8, 2021 

Chairman Colin called the meeting to order at 6:35 P.M., after which he read the 
following. 
 
“The New Jersey Open Public Meetings Law was enacted to ensure the right of the public 
to have advance notice of and to attend the meetings of public bodies at which any 
business affecting their interest is discussed or acted upon.  In accordance with 
provisions of the Act, The Emerson Shade Tree Commission has caused notice of this 
meeting taking place in the Emerson Borough Hall Council Chambers by having date, 
time and place thereof published in the newspaper and posted in the Municipal Building  
 
Secretary Marie Shust took the roll call:  
               

Mr. Colin     Present 
Ms. Fricke      Present 
Mr. Grzybowski    Present 

 Mr. DiTota     Present 
 Ms. Karin Argenzia    Present 
 Mr. Solimando, Tree Inspector  Present 

Councilman Brian Gordon (Liaiso  Absent 
 
 

MINUTES  
October 12, 2021 
 
The Chair asked if there were any comments or corrections on the minutes of October 
12, hearing none he asked for a motion to approve the minutes, which was made by 
Ms. Argenzia, second was offered by Mr, DiTota, all were in favor. The minutes were 
approved for publication. 
 
VOUCHERS AND CORRESPONDENCE: 
 
The Chair asked if there were any bills that needed to be approved   Ms. Shust stated 
we had received an invoice from Tuff Green for an additional 5 trees for the Fall 
Planting in the amount of $ 1,375.00.  The Chair asked if there were any comments in 
regard to the invoice, hearing none he asked for a vote to approve the invoice for 
payment, all present agreed to pay the bill. 
 
 
 
BUDGET REPORT: 
 



Ms. Shust then read the budget report which includes two bills that have been entered 
but not paid as the work has been delayed for several reasons including PSE&G 
staking. 
Per Mr. Solimando one of the items being held up is the trimming for the large oak at 
117 East Ackerman.  A special crew is needed due to the various utility wires running 
through the tree.   Mr. Grzybowski stated he was glad to hear the Borough was going to 
try to save the tree rather than remove it. He said it is a beautiful tree, with fresh growth, 
and appears to be quite healthy.    He also stated that there is the possibility that 
trimming would cause damage to the tree and eventually cause it to die, but that would 
not be for several years and may not even happen.  He continued that the Campisi 
family is currently parking on the street rather than their driveway, which is causing 
some discord with the neighbors as it reduces parking for the rest of the neighborhood.   
He did say the Campisi’s were agreeable to trimming the tree as long it will reduce the 
possibility of limbs dropping to damage property and cause injury to passersby. 
 
The Chair asked for a motion on how to proceed with that particular tree.  Mr. 
Grzybowski made a motion to spend the $4,500 to trim the tree, second was offered by 
Ms. Fricke, all were in favor. 
 
Ms. Shust then read the balance of the Tree Planting Fund, She said the invoice for 
the Tuff Green was already deducted from the balance.   The Chair asked if the two 
assessed donations had been received.  Ms. Shust replied not at this time.   She 
reminded the members that a C/O could not be issued on the two sites until the funds 
were received. 
 
Mr. Grzybowski reported to the members that Tuff Green had donated five of the ten 
trees that were required for the Fall Planting.   The DPW had planted all of the trees 
except for the two which the resident had decided against after seeing where they could 
be planted.   Several locations were mentioned for the two extra trees, including on 
Franklin, Randolph and Palisade. 
 
BOARD BUSINESS: 
 
Tree Inspector Report: 
Mr. Solimando had submitted his report for October up to the November meeting date. 
via email as he was not able to attend the November meeting.  (The November meeting 
was later cancelled due to COVID).  Below is that report: 
 
I will not be able to attend the November’s meeting tomorrow night. Here is my 
report for the meeting. 
DPW removed the following trees, 
Kinderkamack Rd. & Demarest Ave. 
113 Union St. 
105 & 142 Ross Ave. 



We trimmed out dead branches from 255 Palisade Ave. 
Ground stumps with help from Westwood DPW at, 

93 & 111 Dyer Ave. 
110 Grand Blvd. 
210 Colonial Rd. 
39 S. Dorchester Rd. 
I checked out a big Oak tree at 43 Spruce Ave. tree seems healthy we will monitor 
this tree. 
I received a call from 54 Palisade Ave. a tree in the rear yard on the ball field it has 
a big hole in one of the major leads and needs to come down. I will call to get a 
price to have it removed. I need the ok from the commission. 

As for 117 East Ackerman Ave. PSE&G will not help with taking it down because 
tree is not in any primary electric wires. I received a price from Down’s tree 
service to have the four main leads removed, that price would be $4,500.00. Scott 
from Down’s thinks the tree will die within a couple of years after removing all the 
large branches. He also gave me a price of $7,850.00 to remove the entire tree. 
The commission will have to let me know how to proceed. 
I also took a call several weeks ago about a big dead Oak tree next to 35 Grand 
Blvd. on the paper street Alma Ave. I need the ok to have this tree removed 
before it falls and hits the neighbor’s house Down’s quoted $ 2,100.00 
 

Mr. Solimando read his report for November to the December meeting date: 
DPW removed a dead cracked tree from 218 Hasbrouck Ave.  Removed tree from 
129 Sanford Ave. (lifting driveway and cracking garage floor) And removed tree 
from 3 Overlook Dr. dead tree on Parker Dr. 
Trimmed branches out of wires at 105 Eagle Dr.  & 138 Pine Dr. 
Took delivery of 10 trees for the fall planting on 12/3/2021. 

12/7 & 12/8 planted all trees except for 95 Patrick Ave. homeowner did not want 
trees after seeing mark outs of all underground utilities. 
Follow up on 117 East Ackerman Ave. Down’s tree service is scheduled to trim out 
tree the end of December when school is not in session. I did not receive a 
confirmed date as of yet. 
 
Tree Planting 
 
Mr. Grzybowski told the members that except for the two trees mentioned above, the 
Fall planting program was very successful and completed.  He said the planting for the 
BOE went well and the BOE is pleased with the results. 
 
Mr. Grzybowski said he had not received any requests to date for the Spring Planting, 
and was looking for suggestions.   Mr. DiTota said there are very few trees on Arthur 
where the new houses had been built several years ago.  



 
Tree Planting Fund Raisers: 
 
Mr. Grzybowski wanted any suggestions on how to raise additional funds for tree 
planting.   Mr. DiTota suggested a blurb be added to the quarterly newsletter.   Ms. 
Shust wondered if there is the possibility of any Corporate donations, for instance Shop 
Rite or Stop and Shop.  Mr. DiTota also asked about a notice on the Emerson Face 
Book page.   
 
Other Business: 
Ms. Shust told the members she had distributed two items to each member: 
The first being the proposed calendar for 2022, which should be reviewed before the 
next meeting 
The second was the updated Tree Removal request form which would be included in 
the Land Use Application packet   She told the members that there had been 
suggestions submitted from many sources.  The chair asked Ms. Shust to please share 
the email from Councilman Hoffman with the members so they are included in the chain 
of emails. 
 
Mr DiTota asked if a statement could be added in regard to removing trees without the 
STC permission and the possibility of fines being assessed. At the direction 
 of the members, Ms. Shust was to follow up on that. 
 
Adjournment: 
 
Since there was no other business, the chair asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting, 
which was made by Ms. Fricke, second was offered by Ms. Argenzia all were in favor. 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:35 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
M Marie Shust 
Secretary 


